ATTACHMENT #1

AMENDMENT

NEW ARTICLE 740 – ANTI-PANHANDLING
JOINT PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE AND 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE MEETING

JUNE 21, 2016
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF BETHLEHEM,

COUNTIES OF LEHIGH AND NORTHAMPTON,

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA, ESTABLISHING

ARTICLE 740 OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE
CITY OF BETHLEHEM TITLED “ANTI-PANHANDLING”
AND ESTABLISHING PROHIBITED OFFENSES 
INVOLVING SPECIFIED CASES OF PANHANDLING
The Community Development Committee unanimously amended the following:
SECTION 1. That Section 740.02 DEFINITIONS that reads as follows:

“Panhandling” means to solicit in person for an immediate donation of money or objects of value, with the intention that the money or object be transferred at that time and at that place, for charity or personal gain.  The term “panhandling” shall also include exchanges in which the 
person being solicited receives an item or thing of little or no monetary value in exchange for a donation, under circumstances where a reasonable person would understand that the transaction is in substance a donation.  The means of solicitation may include, without limitation, using the spoken, written or printed word, bodily gestures, signs, music, singing or other street performance with the purpose of obtaining an immediate donation of money or other thing of value. 

shall be amended to read as follows:

“Panhandling” means to solicit in person for an immediate donation of money or objects of value, with the intention that the money or object be transferred at that time and at that place, for charity or personal gain.  The term “panhandling” shall also include exchanges in which the 
person being solicited receives an item or thing of little or no monetary value in exchange for a donation, under circumstances where a reasonable person would understand that the transaction is in substance a donation.  
The Ordinance, as amended, was unanimously recommending to full Council for consideration by the Public Safety Committee and the Community Development Committee.
